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JAC: This is Justin Cummings, sitting here with Mr. Camp (Jerry Camp). I just wanted 
to thank you for being here and sharing your stories with us. I just wanted to begin 
with what part of town are you from?  
 
JC: That I grew up here in High Point? Well lets see, I guess, well we had the south 
side and then we had the north side, so I guess I'm actually from the north side of 
town.  
 
JAC: Ok  
 
JC: I grew up on Meredith St. down in an area called Carson Stout. Which is a public 
housing division here in High Point.  
 
JAC: Very interesting. How far away was William Penn from your home?  
 
JC: Probably, maybe, ¾ of a mile.  
 
JAC: Oh ok, did you have to walk, did you take the bus?  
 
JC; Yeah I had to walk  
 
JAC: Did you have any siblings growing up?  
 
JC: Yes, I had three sisters and one brother. Yeah and I was number two. 
 
JAC: Oh ok, the second oldest. Sister or brother the oldest?  
 
JC: Sister, older. Sister next, brother, then another sister.  
 
JAC: Oh ok. Cool. Very interesting. What schools did you go before William Penn?  
 
JC: I went to Griffin and then we moved here from Shelby, North Carolina. Where I 
attended Camp High School. That was first through twelve, and it was named Camp 



High after my Grandfather, who donated the land for them to build that school there, 
in Cleveland County.  
 
JAC: Wow. I'm guessing that was an all black school also?  
 
JC: It was.  
 
JAC: Ok. That’s actually very interesting. You have school named after you basically.  
 
JC: Yeah! It’s gone now though. I'm not sure what they changed the name to but its 
no longer Camp, I think it might be Shelby City School, or something like that.  
 
JAC: That’s cool. When you were at William Penn, what classes did you normally 
take? Because I hear there were almost two sides, the vocational side, and the more 
academic side. Or is that not right?   
 
JC: Well they had your traditional classes, you know certain classes you needed to 
have in order to graduate, and then you had the more advanced classes for those 
kids who were, more or less, geared to go to college. So I took the more traditional 
classes, the ones that I had to have in order to graduate. You know I had to take the 
English, the math, algebra, they had two years of foreign language, and I took 
Spanish, history, physical education, those were the more traditional classes. I think 
even the advanced classes had to take those classes as well, but they were more 
geared for the college prep level.  
 
JAC: Did you ever have a favorite subject when you were going to school?  
 
JC: Math  
 
JAC: You were a math man? That’s cool. What years did you enter and then also 
graduate from William Penn?  
 
JC: I graduated in ’68 and I entered William Penn in ’65.  
 
JAC: I actually did an interview with one of your fellow graduates from ‘68, are you 
familiar with Elwyn Crawford?  
 
JC: Hmmm not sure. A male?  
 
JAC: Yes, a male.  
 
JC: Hmmm, it’s been awhile.  
 
JAC: I understand  
 
JC: When you were at William Penn, did you participate in any sports, or clubs?  



 
JAC: Yes I did, I played basketball and actually my last year there, the graduating 
class of ’68 we won the state championship, and I was the starting center for that 
team.  
 
JAC: You definitely got the height for it.  
 
JC: Yeah that was the main sporting event. I didn’t take up track, tennis, or any other 
sports, but basketball was the main sport that I played.  
 
JAC: I can relate to that. When you were at Penn, did you ever participate in any of 
the civil rights demonstrations or anything like that, either directly or indirectly?  
 
JC: I think I attended a couple of meetings when the Black Panther Party came to 
town. My sister I think she marched, in the earlier years. She was a couple of years 
older than myself and I guess when all this movement started I was maybe 13 and 
my mother wouldn’t allow me to take part in it. You know, she did what she felt was 
best, and that was to shield her children from getting hurt, getting killed, but my 
sister, she did march, and she did go to jail.  
 
JAC: Everyone was getting arrested right? 
 
JC: Yeah, fortunately up to this point in my life, I have never seen the inside of a jail 
cell. At 64, never been inside of one. Never had to go see someone nor incarcerated. 
But no I didn’t participate in anything, like I said I did go to one of those Black 
Panther meetings, and I went home and told my mother, and they were going to 
have another meeting later that night at one of the churches, and she wouldn’t let 
me leave home.  
 
JAC: Aw man. She seems like a strict one.  
 
JC: Yeah, she was. She was just trying to protect her children.  
 
JAC: Not a bad thing. How did you feel about segregation? Did it ever cross your 
mind; was it just the status quo at the time? What were your personal feelings about 
segregation?  
 
JC: Before we moved to High Point, I remember segregation, and the only thing that 
really comes to mind, and I really couldn’t identify what other people were doing, 
except when we went downtown to shop, to buy school clothes and what have you. 
You couldn’t really try those clothes on, and I used to always wonder why my dad 
and mom didn’t take me with them when they bought me stuff. From one end of 
school year to the beginning of the next if I wore a size 10 shoe, maybe they would 
buy me the next size up and bring it home. I would try it on and if it fit we would 
keep it but if it didn’t they took it back and I didn’t really know why they were doing 
it like that instead of , OK, putting me in the truck, taking me down there, try them 



on, and buy the shoes and come home. But they would always bring our stuff home 
and then you tried it on, and if it didn’t fit then I guess they took it back. I guess they 
allowed them to take it back. Where my dad worked, which was a lumber yard, the 
toilets there (were segregated), and my uncle, he wasn’t really a real uncle, he 
wasn’t my father’s brother, or my mother’s brother, but this guy live there on the 
lumbar yard, he lived in a little one room house, it was big enough for a bed, a little 
stove, and we used to call him Uncle Cants, and right on the other side of where his 
house was there were two bathrooms, or two toilets, and one was painted white and 
the other had no paint at all. I remember my parents and my uncle Cants at that time 
telling me I couldn’t go in the one that was painted white, and if I had to use the 
bathroom I had to go in the one with no paint on it. Don’t really remember a lot 
about water fountains because I don’t remember any water fountains. We had wells 
and buckets of water, with a dipper, and I think my people sort of kind of again 
sheltered me, and not only my people but the other black men that were around, 
everybody just drank out the bucket and drank out the same dipper. I don’t 
remember seeing any white men drinking out of that bucket. It was just the bucket 
that we drank out of. Coming to High Point, my best years of remembering the 
segregated piece, I do remember we could not go through the front doors of a food 
establishment, to get food. We did have to go around to the back or to the side and 
they fed you or sold you your food through the window. As a junior and senior in 
high school our coach used to take us to Greensboro to see the CIAA basketball 
tournament. That was usually with A&T, Winston Salem State, Johnson C. Smith, and 
North Carolina Central, those schools would come to Greensboro and play that 
tournament there and if we went in the afternoon for the 1 o’clock game we would 
watch two games and we would leave and we would walk down to this burger place 
which was called Biff Burger. We would walk down the street to the Biff Burger and 
get a burger, soda, and some fries, than we would walk back to the coliseum. I guess 
I was sheltered from a lot of the things I hear other people my age, and the people 
that actually grew up here went through, I was sheltered from a lot of that. I didn’t 
experience a lot of those things or if I was confronted with it I didn’t recognize it. We 
lived out in the country in Shelby, we didn’t interact with a lot of people outside of 
school and houses weren’t on top of each other, it was five or six acres of land in 
between houses and you just didn’t have neighbors like we do today, here in the 
city, and that sort of sheltered us from a lot of the segregation and the movement 
and not really understanding what this was all about until we came to the city, and 
then you saw more of it and you can tell when people didn’t really want you around. 
I wasn’t one of those people that just hung around; if I didn’t feel wanted I would 
move on. Of course some people pushed the issue and I guess that’s what needed to 
be done, I guess that just wasn’t me.  
 
JAC: That’s very understandable. Now you hear a lot about the teachers at William 
Penn, can you describe how the teachers were?  
 
JC: Well, number one all of the teachers lived in the neighborhood, I don’t know any 
that lived in the next city over or in Thomasville or Greensboro. All of the teachers 
lived in the neighborhood and they all went to churches in the neighborhood, and 



they all shopped at the same grocery stores we all shopped at. They were very, very 
caring. One of the things I see today different in the teachers, if you walk into a 
classroom setting now, you cant tell the teachers from the students, in the way they 
dress. You have to remember that in 65, 66, 67, and 68, we couldn’t wear jeans. All 
the girls wore dresses and all of the teachers were very professionally dressed, you 
know if you go to church today and see a little old lady she might be dressed with 
her hat on and her gloves. Well everything but the hat and gloves is what our 
teachers would wear to teach us. The men all wore suits, sport coats, and shirts and 
ties. Their shoes shined and today it’s just whatever. The only people who didn’t 
wear suits and ties were the men and women who taught athletics, the coaches. 
They would many times have on dress pants and dress shoes until they were 
teaching a (physical education) class, and then they had to have on sneakers. Those 
are the things I really remember about our teachers, and they all knew you. Our 
schools were small enough, I think we had 160 to graduate my senior year, but all 
the teachers knew all the students because they had us those three years, because 
high school didn’t start until 10th grade, and I was at griffin when we moved here, in 
8th grade, 8th and 9th, and then I went up the hill to William Penn.  
 
JAC: Interesting. Did any teachers ever stand out to you, or one that was extra 
caring? We are trying to do a little more research on the faculty because, as you may 
know, there weren’t a lot of records being kept back then so we want to get some 
information on specific teachers and highlight what they did for the school. It seems 
to us that they were highly qualified or maybe even over qualified for high schools. 
Some of these guys had their PHD’s, so they should be university professors but it 
seemed like at the time, with William Penn being all black this was one of the best 
opportunities they had. So could you comment on that? 
 
JC: Well I don’t know about the over qualification, but I do know that my coaches 
always stood out to me because we might have taken a health or physical education 
class with them but then I had them for when I played basketball and my coach at 
the time, his name was George Foree and he was a tall guy, he was actually a couple 
inches taller than myself and I could never find nice dress shoes and he would give 
me some of his older shoes, because at the timeI wore a size 14, and we just couldn’t 
find 14’s not unless they were Brogans (?). He gave me this catalog and it was called 
King Sized, and I think they shipped out of Massachusetts, but they had sizes and 
some styles that were more dressy. One particular teacher, I was actually talking 
about her today actually. She taught biology, Ms. Kendall, she flunked me. Now how 
can one of my favorite teachers be someone who flunked me? I had really passed the 
class, but I got a little stubborn at the end and I didn’t do my final project. So she 
said, “I'm going to fail you if you don’t complete this project”. And she failed me, and 
I had to take that class again the next year.  
 
 
JAC: Did you do well in it?  
 



JC: I did, because it was a repeat of stuff that we’ve had, and I did pass the class. By 
being in there two years in a row I took the lead on the things that we did. When we 
did studies on earthworms, cutting them open, frogs, and stuff like that. Then I 
would help her, so we developed a real good relationship with each other. Her 
husband used to own a gas station, and when walking home we walked right by the 
gas station. Sometimes I would stop in and talk to him. They were always real 
helpful, most of the adults were, trying to make sure we stayed on track. A lot of the 
stuff you see today with all this killing, we didn’t have all of that. Of course we had 
little skirmishes but nobody ever died. All the adults always tried to help you, and if 
you got out of line your parents were gonna know about it because everybody knew 
everybody.  
 
JAC: It seems like a real community feel to it.  
 
JC; It was. Although we could be miles apart, that word would get back to our 
parents that we were acting disrespectful. Things are just so different now. Nobody 
has any real respect for the schools, churches, when we were boys if we found an 
open space wide enough we gonna play some football. Sometimes the churches had 
some open space so we would play football. We wouldn’t be out there cursing or 
carrying on, like kids do today. If we did somebody would remind you, “You know 
you are on church ground, you can’t say this”. But those are the difference and the 
qualities that we felt we came up with that are so different today.  
 
JAC: We also hear a lot about Mr. Burford the principal; do you have any comments 
about that?  
 
JC: I had some interaction with Mr. Burford. I wasn’t an unruly kid and I guess 
because my parents didn’t grow up here he knew them but he didn’t have a lot of 
conversation for them. He was short statured man, but he really carried a big stick, 
he didn’t play. All we had to do was hear about those things and that was enough 
deterrent enough for me not to ever have to go to his office. He was, to my 
knowledge, he was fair and they thought they were doing what was best for the 
community, or for his school, for his children. Looking back, a lot of the kids that he 
had in the advanced classes, number one, they were bright kids, but they didn’t 
always encourage us to go and get additional education. They wanted us to go, no 
necessarily to college but they pushed us towards trade school. Guilford tech, as 
everyone knows it now, was GTI, Guilford technical institute. In our high school, if 
they knew you were not college material you could take a bricklaying class, and that 
class would last four hours, and you had to take your other basics. You had to take 
your English and your maths, but then you take those two class and then you go to 
brick laying and you learn how to lay brick the whole afternoon, because you just 
weren’t college material, you had no interest, or you couldn’t afford it. That’s the one 
that I really remember, I think we also had a shop class. I didn’t take any of those 
particular classes, but you had another shop class that lasted four hours, and they 
would teach you how to build, how to measure, and how to cut, to give you a trade. 
Once you got out of high school you could go to a contractor or an individual who 



was building houses and you could get a job because you could read rules and stuff 
like that. Those are the kind of things that sort of stick out.  
 
JAC: Do you think it benefited, hindered, or… 
 
JC: I think it benefited because even today not everyone is college material and they 
have taking a lot of those vocational classes away from high school, to give a kid an 
opportunity to get a feel of what its like. “And maybe I can do this and Ill go on to a 
community college and learn more about how to do this and I can get into this 
business”. Because we had some of those guys who went through that brick laying 
class, and there were some brothers who actually started a company and they lay 
some of the finest bricks in this town right now, they have built some of the nicest 
houses in this town.  
 
JAC: There is so much brick on this campus I wonder if they had a hand on that.  
 
JC: Well they’re older now so most of the companies that came in and did this work 
are larger companies, and a lot of the workers are Hispanic. That’s one of the things, 
in my conversations with them (Hispanics) they all learned trades. That’s why when 
they come here, I’ve hired many of them to do work around my house and they 
know how to lay brick, do carpeting work, plumbing, hardwood floors, they know 
how to do all that stuff, they have crafted their skills over the years and they became 
very good at it. So they did when they were young and grew up with it, and come to 
this country, they have a craft. We take it out of our junior high schools. I remember 
being in a shop class and I’ve got a cedar chest that I built, it’s at home right now. 
You are talking about 50 years ago, now mind you the hinges have come loose but 
the chest is still intact, and it’s in my garage today. I also made a coffee table and a 
shelf that was hanging on the wall; I think it had three shelves on it. I think my sister 
might have that but I can’t remember what happened to that table, because that 
table had marble in the middle of it. It gave you the skills, do you realize how many 
kids come out of high school today that can’t read a rule. They cant read a measuring 
tool, and we learned how to do all of that.  
 
JAC: those are valuable skills.  
 
JC: You got to have those skills on matter what you do.  
 
JAC: If you’re going to be a home owner… 
 
JC: yeah exactly, you can’t pay someone to do everything for you. I tried different 
things over the year, rewiring lamps and figuring out what makes things work. 
Matter of fact I put two banisters in and two fluorescents under my sink, in my 
kitchen, last night.  
 
JAC: Didn’t have to call anybody, right?  
 



JC: Didn’t have to call anybody. But you know you’ve got to learn how to do things. 
But most of these kids don’t know how to do anything. They look younger the hood 
and its just blank. “Where’s the oil stick? “. If their parents didn’t show them, and as 
you know today, a lot of the kids now are coming up in single-family homes, they 
didn’t have anybody to show them those things. My dad didn’t have a car; he drove a 
truck for the lumber company where he would haul shaving. You know, when they 
would send the lumber through the grinders, and they would remove those chips of 
wood from it. My father would take those chips and take them and put them in 
chicken coops, for chicks to hatch and grow. He did that for many years and I rode 
with him during the summertime. That truck is how we moved about cause he didn’t 
have a car.  
 
JAC: Did he ever teach you how to work on it?  
 
JC: Oh yeah. I would climb up on the truck and I would watch him as he changed oil 
and do different things to the truck. I would ask him questions, “What is this?” and 
we would ride down the road. He would let me shift gears, you know, I thought that 
was pretty cool. I'm with my dad and I'm changing gears in the truck.  
 
JAC: Especially those big ol’ trucks. You have to put some elbow into it, right?  
 
JC: Oh yeah 
 
JAC: When you were at Penn, what did you do outside of school other than sports? 
Did you ever work afterwards…  
 
JC: I worked at the hospital. You know, it’s funny, and I guess I’ve never been a 
follower. When I was 13, 14, 15 years old, during the summer the guys in my 
neighborhood would get up and meet, maybe at 5:30 or 6 o’ clock, then we would 
walk up the street on the bridge. That’s where people would come by and get day 
help. They would pick up guys from the bridge and get day help; they were hired for 
the day to do what ever they needed. I did that one morning, and that wasn’t for me. 
You had to be 15 in order to work, and I was so tall and skinny that I looked like I 
was 15 but I was 14. I went to the hospital and they asked how old I was, and during 
that time we didn’t have social security cards or ID, so they took our word for it. So I 
told them I was 15 and I got a job in housekeeping. I worked from 7 in the morning 
til 3 in the afternoon, cleaning rooms and that was a valuable lesson learned, 
working in the hospital. I learned a lot and saw a lot. I did that from 14 until I 
finished high school. My buddies they worked those day jobs, day laborers, and they 
got paid, but they were outside in the sun, and I was working in a hospital cleaning 
rooms, and I enjoyed it. I guess I’ve always had good rapport with people and I 
always had people wanting to help me because I had a good attitude, I believe. 
Everybody wanted me to work in their department, because I always tried to do 
what I was told to do. And everybody was like, “I want Jerry, I want Jerry” and all the 
nurses wanted me to work on their floors, because they liked what I did and I had a 
good rapport with them. They didn’t want certain people but they all wanted me, 



and I was fortunate in that aspect. I learned how to do what you were told and 
learned how to listen. I took that to heart and I always tried to listen to find out what 
the instructions were and carry them out. It was good.  
 
JAC: sounds like a good opportunity. You said you worked all the way up until you 
graduated, what did you do after you graduated? Did you go right into working or go 
into secondary education?  
 
JC: I went to work for a company here called Marsh Furniture Company; they built 
kitchen cabinets and countertops.  I worked for them in June (1968) and I worked 
for them for maybe 9 months and then I left them, to work for a company in 
Greensboro called Gilbarco, they manufactured gasoline pumps. That’s where I 
started getting the knowledge of machinery, and learning how to set those machines 
up to make them do specific things. From there I started going to GTI, and there I 
started to learn more about speeds, controls, and statistical process, and learning 
how to make those machines repeat themselves and produce the very same part, 
and learning more and more about measuring instruments, calipers and 
micrometers, learning how to read those things. I worked for Gilbarco for 21 years, 
and I was operating one of the machines, it didn’t require 100% of my time once you 
set the machine up and as it was running I had time to read the paper, read a 
magazine. While I was reading this magazine, it was a Reader’s Digest, and as I was 
reading through it I remember this article that said, “By the time you are 40 years 
old you should be in the career you are going to spend the rest of your working life 
in”. I kind of applied that to me, at the time I think I might have been maybe 30 and 
my first wife and I had gone through a divorce, I had one daughter, and I used to talk 
to the sales guys that use to come through the shop, that were trying to get their 
tools into the machines that we were running, and I would test a lot of them. I used 
to think that was a pretty cool job that they had. During that time everyone wore 
ties and sport coats or suits, and I used to ask those guys, never any African-
Americans. I would say, “You have a good job man you got your days free, you travel 
from one spot to the next, you’re testing these tools, and I said how can I get a job 
like that?”. He said, “Oh man Jerry, with your knowledge of machines and tools you 
would be really good for somebody.” What they didn’t tell me was that, “I don’t 
know if any white folk will buy from you.” I never really thought of it that way, I just 
said, “People want knowledge they didn’t care what color you were, I mean I'm not 
making the product. I'm just promoting what I believe to be the best product.”  
 
JAC: For time reference, this is like the 70’s right now?  
 
JC: Yeah this is the 70’s. Remembering that article and being 30, 32, whatever, and 
the company that I worked for was owned by Exxon. Exxon had profit-sharing, and 
they would give us so much stock, and I had accumulated maybe $25,000, and my 
wife who I married also worked there, and I think she had about $30,000. During 
that time that was good money, now you’re talking about the 80’s. I was telling her 
that I would really like to start my own business. These guys that I was talking to 
was working for somebody and I'm talking about starting my own business. Going 



into shops and selling them drills, end mills, reamers, inserts, and all different stuff 
to go in a shop, because I knew that and worked in that shop for 21 years.  So I 
started to talk to some other friends who were in business for themselves and asked 
them what it was really like and they said you know, as a minority a lot of major 
companies will give you an opportunity to sell your product to them, if you have 
something that’s as good or better, and that’s equally priced, they will give you an 
opportunity to sell my product to them.  
 
JAC: That must have been refreshing.  
 
JC: Oh it was. So what I would do is go out and find companies that would let me 
represent their product, particularly because I had the skill, and I knew something 
about the product. I called a few companies, and most of them wanted credit 
references. I could send them my personal references but I didn’t really have any 
references. I told them I was just starting but if I go out and call on this company and 
they give me an opportunity I want you to sell the products to me the same price as 
you’re selling it to the other people for, so I can compete. They would say, “Yeah, 
Yeah, Yeah. Go ahead see what you can do and we’ll see.” I started to send them 
quotes and they said, “Where you get this from? Who you getting this from?” It just 
started to grow. They would give me a small credit line and then I would get a few 
orders, and then boom I got a big order. (They would say), “Awh man, Awh man. 
This is one of the biggest orders we’ve had. You gonna pay me my money? You’re 
not going to run to the Bahamas are you?” I remember they always used to talk 
about the Bahamas, and I’ve never been to the Bahamas. I said, “yeah I'm gonna pay 
you back. I'm gonna pay you, I'm gonna pay you. I'm making a little money on it and 
I'm gonna get mine out and I'm gonna send you the rest of it to you.” At the time my 
office was at the house, so I didn’t have any overhead, and I was still working my 
job. I would take vacation days from my job to go call on customers, and as I got 
things rolling I got one of my friend’s daughters to work in my office in my house 
during the day. She was a student at UCLA and she had surgery on her foot, so she 
had to sit out of half a semester. So I said, “Well you can sit here, in the house, and 
answer the phone.” I didn’t have the luxury of having a phone; you know I didn’t 
wasn’t in an office, so when I had a break I would call home and ask if we had a 
message? (She would say), “Yeah, you have to call so and so, and so and so.” So I 
would call them and you hear all the noise, people hollering “Jerry!” I would 
(answer) and she said, “You’re not in an office?” and I would say, “No I'm not in an 
office, I'm in a shop.” Which I was! This one particular lady I said, “Judy why didn’t 
you give that to Cheryl?” She said, “Well I just wanted to give it to you.” I said, “Well 
I'm on the road I can’t stay in the office and make money.” She said, “Ok ill give it to 
her next time.” I got her weaned off talking to me directly, you know, give it to 
Cheryl, and then fax machines came along. So I would say, “You know, fax it to the 
office. If I'm not there ill get them when I get back, and if Cheryl gets them I can tell 
her where to start looking for the product from.” So that worked real good until she 
was ready to go back to school. We had started to grow and I told my wife that I 
needed this out of the house and I needed an office and hire somebody. That’s the 
way my business started, and I got one of the largest contracts I ever got, I got a 10 



million dollar deal from GE and I think 2 years in a row we did 11 million dollars a 
year. That was just huge, and I was trying to find other customers. I did a little 
business with Cummings (?) and General Motors, and what the general managers 
liked was that I had a tooling knowledge of the product they wanted to buy. A lot of 
guys would just pick up a book and said they sold the stuff, but do you know what it 
do? They (the customer) supposed to know, but its always good to talk to someone 
who knows. So I went up to a company, Continental, and they make the calipers for 
your brakes, and they make them for all cars. I went into that shop and we started 
talking and pointing out different things. He (costumer) said,” You have a machining 
background?” and I said, “Yeah!” He said, “Well I can tell because most of these guys 
I bring in have no clue of what they are looking at.” I said, “give me an opportunity to 
sell to you and I can bring my knowledge with me. I can not only sell you the product 
but many times I can help you with your application process.” It was two guys and 
they said, “Wow man. This guy knows some stuff, he’s not just trying to sell a 
product.”  
 
JAC: You had some knowledge to go behind it.  
 
JC: Exactly. So I think I'm going to have an opportunity to work there because of my 
background. Anyone can sell you the product but can you use it, can you show them 
how to use it, and most of the guys can’t. So the knowledge that I got from GTI and 
the training I got from Gilbarco, because we used to have classes there as well, I’ve 
used to launch my business. Tell you the truth; I’ve never looked back. I was afraid 
when I walked out that door after 21 years because some the guys called me crazy. I 
had seniority. I said, “Man I’ve got to get some of these eggs out of this basket. My 
wife works here, I work here. If they lay off everybody what are we going to do?” So 
I took a chance and have not looked back. I was able to send my daughter and my 
wife had two children, and I sent her son to DeVry. He went two years to Devry, then 
came back to High Point U and finished. I think he has his master’s degree now, he’s 
a computer geek, he loves computers. Matter of fact he built my first computer. It 
was an Emerson.  
 
JAC: Well do you think I missed anything or would you want to add anything else?  
 
JC:    Growing up at William Penn we were a family. I don’t really know what the kids 
have today. I went over to High Point Central back before Christmas I was going to 
mentor this young man and he said he wanted it, at least in front of the teachers, but 
he only had 35 minutes for lunch and he showed up 20 minutes late. The next 
meeting I was supposed to meet him at his house and he never showed up. I don’t 
know, you just didn’t say anything to adults in my day, and not follow through with 
it. They taught you very valuable lessons, lessons that you could live by and I know 
times have changed and generations are changing and I don’t know if its ruining the 
main fabric of society. They are smarter and things are faster, I just don’t know if 
they’re getting some of the real basic things that they need as kids. We got a lot of 
the basics, fundamentals. I'm a golfer, and that’s one of the things when people are 
trying to learn how to play golf I say, “You’ve got to get the fundamentals, you’ve got 



to get the basics before you can move forward. You can’t just jump from station to 
station. You have to stay on this first station until you really understand what it is 
you are doing.” I think that’s what we got, and I'm just not sure that a lot of kids are 
getting the basics to make a living. Most of us are not wealthy but we have enough 
skills that we can work and eat, and so many of the kids today they don’t have those 
basics and it’s sad that they don’t have those basics. I sit on many boards around this 
town, I’ve given my opinion about what should happen here at this university, being 
a personal friend to Nido, and it’s because I think they all saw that I had the basics. 
I'm not trying to hurt anybody; I'm not trying to advance the African-American race 
as much as I am trying to make sure that it’s fair, if you give me the same equal 
chance that’s all I can ask for.  
 
JAC: Show you some things too. 
 
JC: Yeah. I look at people and you know they sit around making these decisions and 
they all look just alike… and boom. I heard on the news the other day that they were 
talking about “coal ash” from Duke Energy. Have you seen that on the news? Well I 
heard that A&T had come up with some type of solution to use that coal ash for . 
How did they (A&T students) come up with it? If they did, they’re not thinking the 
same way everybody else is thinking. They come at a situation from all different 
angles, but how about coming around from the backside, from the underside, from 
the top side. 
 
JAC: As a community we are good at that; looking at things from a different 
perspective.  
 
JC: Yeah, because, looking back at it I can say I grew up very poor. But my momma 
always had a meal on our table. If it was the bottom of the barrel, it was a meal. I 
know what eating cornbread and milk , I know what that’s about, and made a meal 
out of it, and never complained. But the young people today, man they are so rushed, 
they can’t cook a meal because they don’t know how to cook, and if they ain’t got the 
money to buy anything, so you’re dead in the water. My mother fed five, and my 
father wasn’t always where he should’ve been. Cause he loved to gamble, he didn’t 
make much money and I only remember one time my daddy coming home with a 
pocket full of money that he had won. As a matter of fact my daddy went to prison 
because of non-support. My mother had to take him, as we used to say, downtown, 
because he wasn’t bringing his (check) home to feed his five kids. He had to go to 
Morganton (NC) and make time, I can’t remember, maybe it was a couple of years. 
During those couple of years, we, living out in the country, mymother got on welfare 
and I never will forget we got a brand new Kelvinator.  
 
JAC: Kelvinator?  
 
JC: Which is a refrigerator. But I think it was called Kelvinator, with an icebox inside. 
I will never forget that, so we didn’t miss a beat when he was gone, because we had 
that government cheese and that food. I never knew meat to come in a can, but we 



went through it and somehow we made it. All five of my siblings are gainfully 
employed, well the ones who haven’t retired, but we all came up through the 
system. To be quite honest with you, I have one brother and to my knowledge none 
of us have been incarcerated. Do I make a big deal out of it? Well that’s just not 
something that we grew up doing, trying to hoodoo the system or hoodoo 
somebody, breaking laws. It’s not to say we are perfect people, we just didn’t do a lot 
of things that would get us into that kind of trouble. I’m very pleased the way we 
came up, the way I came up, and people always ask you if there was anything you 
could do over maybe what would it be. And one of the things that I would try to 
incorporate was to go to school, and was to get a degree in a particular subject, 
because people with degrees have a tendency to look down their nose on people 
who do not, regardless as to what station they are of life. Because they already start 
to measure you when they find out that, “He (Jerry Camp) didn’t go to 
college”…(Camp’s response) and? I actually had a girl tell me, “You can’t be a 
business owner you don’t know anything about business, you didn’t go to college.” I 
said, “What rock did you climb out of? Do you know that some of the most 
wealthiest people in the world didn’t go (to college)”. But they never thought about 
them, she was talking about me... see if I had gone to college, gotten a degree, I might 
not have ever experienced being an entrepreneur. I was talking to a guy from 
Harvard, he got his MBA from Harvard, he was at Gilbarco, and happened to be 
African American, matter of fact I think he was from the Maryland or D.C area… 
 
JC: Oh that’s where I’m from.  
 
JAC: OK, I cannot remember his name at the moment, but he had an opportunity to 
go to Harvard under one of the government programs, they were taking in some 
African-Americans there. And we had a little group of guys that would get together 
periodically, once a month, and talk about life, about doing things. I told him one day 
you know, I’ve started a business and the business had taken on a life of its own, and 
I'm getting ready to quit my job. He looked at me and said, “Jerry let me tell you 
something, I’m a little older than you. You are getting ready to do something now 
that most men dream about. He said let me tell you something, I went to one of the 
finest schools there is, relating to business, and they never talked to us about 
starting your own business. They always talked to us about running other people’s 
(businesses).” To run a business on your own you had to take from what they have 
given you and reverse it around and decide that you want to start your own 
company, or buy an existing company and run it. He said, “ We never had a 
conversation about being an entrepreneur, most men will dream about it, most men 
will talk about it, but they will never leave their job. So if you leave your job you will 
be an enigma, because most men don’t have the heart to do it, to actually walk away. 
You’ve been here 21 years, that’s a milestone in itself.” The company had moved 
down here from Massachusetts to Greensboro, and it had been here maybe five 
years before I started. So I had really good seniority at the company. They had 
moved me into different supervisory positions, trying to develop the next 
supervisors. Then all of a sudden- boom-  in order to get this (next position) you got 
to have a degree. So at the very end, before I left, unless I had gone back to school, I 



would have never had a fulltime position as a supervisor. But I had experienced the 
position because I was always left in charge. So I started my company, and I cried 
when I walked out of that company, I literally shed tears as I put my toolbox in my 
car, scared to death, praying all the time, “YOU MADE ME LORD! YOU KNOW ME! 
Don’t let me go out here and fall. I'm a good boy.” And I’m gonna tell you the truth I 
got so busy, I was making money, I moved out of my house, I moved into 
condominium, that I put a down payment on, and I was paying by the month, and it’s 
paid for now. I actually started the business in January of (19)88. So that’s been 27 
years.  
 
JC: Good for you! No regrets?  
 
JAC: No regrets. I have experienced some things, I’ve made payroll, never not made 
payroll, never not paid a vendor. Times is not as good, that 11 million dollars I was 
talking about, that was back in 2000. That really got me kicked off and going, got my 
family a nice home, just trying to live the American dream.  
 
JC: You really are an inspiration. 
 
JAC: You can do it. Anything you want to do you’ve got to put your mind to it, you 
have to be willing to work, because many mornings I would get up at four o’clock in 
the morning, and I was going to Wilmington (NC), where my GE account started. I 
would get up at four o’clock; leave home at five, to be there at eight thirty. Leaving at 
that time in the morning there wasn’t any traffic so once I got past Raleigh (NC) it 
was a straight shot on into Wilmington. Then getting there at eight thirty, working 
with all the guys in the shop, then working with the people in the purchasing office, I 
didn’t leave there ‘til three, four o’clock in the evening. Sometimes I did spend the 
night, but if I spent the night I’m taking people out to dinner. So I would stay there 
till maybe three thirty, and they would get off at four, and they said that we are 
going to meet for dinner at five. I would go check in my room, come back, and meet 
them for dinner and five o’clock we sat there till eight, nine o’clock. And so that’s the 
kind of days (I was putting in), four o’clock in the morning, until ten o’clock at night, 
those are some long hours, and you have to be willing to put those hours in, in order 
to make it work. I just believed hard work would pay off, and it paid off. I look back 
and don’t have any regrets, wouldn’t have done anything any different. And if I had 
gone to school I might not have been able to experience this. Not to say I would not 
have been successful, I believe anything I had chosen to do I would have been 
successful at it because that’s the type of person I am, but I would never had a 
chance to go from Wilmington, North Carolina to Seattle (WA). At one time Boeing 
was buying from me. So it doesn’t get much bigger than Boeing, and GE, General 
Motors, Ford, and Cummins. You don’t get much bigger than that in this country.  
 
JAC: You’ve seen a lot.  
 
JC: I have, and I always told my wife when I travel to these places, any place that I 
really liked, I’m gonna come back and we’ll go on vacation. So I used to take her to 



several of the places that I’ve had visited. We spent our twentieth anniversary in 
Seattle, for a week, and it didn’t rain.  
 
JAC: Must’ve been a miracle.  
 
JC: (Laughter) Yeah! 
 
JAC: Well I just want to thank you for your time, this has been great, your story is 
awesome, and you are defiantly an inspiration. So thank you once again.  
 
JC: You’re welcome.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


